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] 4th ()ctober, 2024 

Sub.: Implementation of Actions under Stage-I ('Poor' Air Quality) of 

revised Graded Response Action Plan in Delhi-NCR - steps to be 

taken. 

The Commission for Air Quality Management in NCR and adjoining areas, 

vide Direction No. 83 dated 17th September 2024, issued statutory direction 

for implementation of the revised schedule of the Graded Response Act.ion 

Plan (GRAP), available on the CAQM website (caqm.nic.in), as and when 

ordered for by the Commission. 

The Sub-Committee constituted for invoking actions under the GRAP in its 

meeting held on 14. l 0. 2024 comprehensively reviewed the air quality 

scenario in the region as "'ell as the forecasts for meteorological conditions 

and Air Quality Index (AQI) made available by IMO /lfTM. 

There has been a sudden dip in air quality parameters in the last 24 hrs in 

the region which led t.o the AQI for J)elhi moving into the "POOR'' category and 

the forecasts also predict air quality to mainly remain in "Poor" category in 

coming days O\Ving to the unfavorable meteorological condition. Therefore, 

the Sub-Committee decided that ALL actions as envisaged under Stage I of 

the GRAP - 'Poor' Air Quality (DELHI AQI ranging between 201-300), be 

implemented in right earnest by alJ the agencies concerned, from 8:00 A.M. 

of 15.10.2024 in the NCR. 

These include: 

1. ~-:nsure proper implementation of l)irections/ l~ulcs/ Guidelines on dust 

mitigation measures in Construction and 1 )cmolifioo (C&,J)l activities 

and sound environmental management of C&I) waste. 

2. Ensure strict compliance of l)irection Nos. l 1 -18 dated l 1.06.2021 and 

do not permit C&D activities in respect of such projects \'1ith plot size 

equal t.o or more than 500 sqm ~hich arc not registered on the 'web 

portal' of the respective state / GNCTJ) and / or which do not fulfil the 

other requirements as per above noted statutory directions, for remote 

monitoring of dust mitigation measures. _ 

3. Ensure regular lifting of Municipal Solid Waste (MSW), Construction & 

l)emolition (C&D) "'astc, and Hazardous wastes from dedicated dump 

sites Hnd ensure that no \vaste is dumped illegally in open land arcr:1s. 
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4. Carry out periodic mechanized s,vecping and water sprinkling on roads 

and ensure scientific disposal of the dust collected in designated 

sites/landfills. 

5. l~nsurc that C&~l) materials &~ waste arc properly stored/ contained, 

duly covered i,V the premises. r;nsurc transportation of C&D materials 

r' 

and C&D \vaste only through covered vehicles. 

6. Strictly enforce the statutory directions and yardsticks for use of anti­

smog guns at C&D sites, in proportion to the total area of construction 

for the project. 

7. Intensify use of anti-smog guns, water sprinkling and dust ~uppression 

measures in road constructio~ / widening/ repair • projects and 

maintenance activities. 

8. Stringently enforce prohibition on open burning of biomass and 

;nuniciQaJ solid \Vastc. Impose maximum EC upon violations in 

accordance with llon'ble NC}T's orders dated 04.12.20 I 4 and 

28.04.2015 in OA 21/2014. 

9. Strict vigil to ensure that there are no burning incidents in the landfill 

sites/ dumpsitcs. 

10. l)cploy traffic police for smooth traffic flow at all identified corridors 

\ivith heavy traffic and congestion prone intersections. 

1 1 . Strict vigiJance and cnf orccment of PUC norms for vehicles. 

12. No tolerance for visible emissions - Stop visibly polluting vehicles by 

,........____,_ --
impounding and / or levying maximurr1 penalty. 

13. Strictly enforce the 1--lon'ble Supreme Court order on diversion of non­

destined truck traffic for Delhi, through Eastern and Western 

Peripheral Express\\'ays. 

14 • Strictly enforce· NGT / Hon 'blc SC's order on ovcraged diesel / petrol 

vehicles and as per extant statutes. 

1 S. Ensure strict penal/ legal action against non-compliant and illegal 

industrial units. 

16. 

I 7. 

Sl'.ingcntly enforce all pol1ution control regulations in Industries, 

bnck _kilns and hot mix plants etc. - strict compliance of the 

prescnbcd ... d . 
stan ards of emissions. 

Ensure that onl 
• · · NCD 

. . Y approved fuels are used by the 1ndustr1es 1n ,, 

including in b • k k. 
. 

. nc dns and hot mix plants and enforce closure 1n 

case of violations, if anv . 
.,, 

l8. Stringently c fi . . . 
d 

strict . n orce ern1ss1on norms in thermal power plan ts an 

actions be tak . . 
en against non-comphancc. 



19. Strictly cnforc<' 1 lon'blc (~ourts/Tribunal orders regarding ban on fire 

crackers. 

20. En~urc rcgulHr lifting and proper disposal of industriaJ waste from 

tndust rial and non-dC'vC'lopmen1 r1rcas. 

21. l)ISC()Ms to minimise pc)\vcr supply interruptions in NCR. 

22. Ensure that diesel generator sets arc not used as regular source of 

power suppl~·-

23. Strict!\· en force the cxtan l ban on coal / firewood as fuel in 

Tancloors in I lotels, Restaurants and open eateries. 

-
24. t◄:nsurc hotels. restaurants and open eateries use only electricity 

/gas based / clean ruel-based appliances. 

25. Information dissemination including through social media and 

bulk SMS etc. Mobile /\pps t.o be used to inform people about the 

pollution levels, contact details of control room, enable them to report 

po11uting act ivit ics / sou recs to the concerned authorities and inform 

then, nbout actions that \.vould be taken by.Government. 

26. l ◄:nsurc quick actions for redrcssal of compJaints on 311 APP, 

Green Dc1hi /\pp, S/\MI◄:ER App and other such social media platforms 

to curh polluting activities. 

27. l•:neouragc offices to start unified commute for employees to 

reduce traffic on road. 

Further, citizens ma\ be urged to adhere t.o the citizen charter and assist in 

effective implcrnenlation of the GRAP measures aimed towards sustaining and 

improving the /\ir Quality in the region. as under: 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

• 
• 

• 
• 
• 

l\:ccp t·ngincs or >'our vehicles proper]y tuned . 

Mc:1intnin proper tyre pressure in vehicles . 

l,ccp PUC cert ificat.cs of your vehicles up to date . 

Do not idle your vehif'le, also turn off the engine at red lights . 

Prefer h>·brid vehicles or t ◄:Vs to con1rol vehicular pollution . 

Do not litter/ dispose \\:astes, garbage in open spaces . 

Report air polluting activities through 311 App, Green Delhi App, 

SAM 1 ◄:I•:R App L'tc. 

Plan1 rnorc trees . 

Celebrate rcstiv,1ls in 811 eco fricndlv manner - avoid firecrackers . 

Do not rlrivc/pl~- end of life/ 1 O/ 1 s·ycars old J)iesel/Petrol vehicles . 

\~\\'M 
( . K. Agrawal) 

Direct r (Technical) 

(Member Convenor of Sub-Committee on GRAP) 
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No.120017 /27 /GRAP/202 l/CAQM-l lS1@i:J 

ORDER 

5th December, 2024 

Sub.: Revocation of actions under Stage IV ('Severe+' Air Quality) and 

Stage Ill ('Severe' Air Quality) of GRAP and intensifying actions 

under Stage-I & II of revised Graded Response Action Plan. 

The Sub-Committee for invoking actions under GRAP in its earlier 

meetings had invoked actions under Stage I, Stage II, Stage III and Stage IV 

of the GRAP on dated 14.10.2024, 21.10.2024, 14.11.2024 and 17.11.2024 

respectively. 

2. Hon'ble Supreme Court of India in its Order dated 18.11.2024 in Writ 

Petition No. 13029/ 1985 (M.C. Mehta Vs Union of India) observed that till the 

Supreme Court passes further orders, the implementation of Stage-IV of 

GRAP wilJ continue even if AQI drops below 450. 

3. Further, Hon'ble Supreme court in its hearing on 05.12.2024, based on 

the air quality data placed before the I-Ion 'hie SC, inter-alia observed and 

permitted the Commission to revoke Stage-IV but not to go below Stage-H of 

GRAP for the present. 

4. The sub-Committee on GRAP, accordingly, in its meeting held on 5th 

December, 2024 further reviewed the-air quality scenario in the region as well 

as the IMO/ IITM forecasts and observed as under: 

AQI of Delhi has continuously improved since 24.11.2024 and has 

been recorded as 165 ("Moderate") on 05.12.2024 at 4:00 PM, which is 

about 135 AQI points below the thresholds for invoking Stage-II (Delhi 

AQI 300-400). 

':'-s per the Air Quality & Weather forecast provided by IMD/IITM, there 

15 a likelihood of AQI mainly to remain in "poor" category in the coming 

days. 

?· The Sub-Committee, accordingly, hereby decides to revoke with 

immediate effect, its orders dated 17.11.2024 and t 4.11.2024 respectively, 

f~r inv~ki~g actions under Stage-IV ('Severe+' Air Quality) and Stage-HI 

( Severe Air Quality) of the GRAP. 
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1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

S. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

6 • Actions under Stage-I & II of the GRAP shall however remain invoked 
and be i l d • . mp emente , monitored and reviewed by all the agencies concerned 
in the entire NCR to ensure that the AQI levels do not slip further. All 
implementing agencies shall keep strict vigil and especially intensify 
measures under Stage-I & II of GRAP. 

7. Construction & Demolition project sites and industrial_ units which 
have been issued specific closure orders on account of violations/ non­
compliances of various statutory directions, rules, guidelines etc. under no 
circumstances shall resume their operations without any specific order to this 
effect from the Commission. 

8. While GRAP Stage-IV & Ill arc being revoked, keeping in view the winter 
season when weather conditions may not be always favorable and in order to 
ensure that the AQI levels do not slip further, citizens are requested to strictly 
adhere to the citizen charter. 

9. The Sub-Committee, shall be keeping a close watch on the air quality 
scenario and review the situation from time to time for further appropriate 
decision depending upon the Air Quality in Delhi and forecast made by 
IMD/IITM. 

To: 

1) ~\11\y 
(R.K. Agrawal) 

Dire tor (Technical) 
(Member Convenor of Sub-Committee on GRAP) 

The Chief Secretary, Government of U ttar Pradesh, 101 , Lok Bhawan, U. P. 
Civil Secretariat, Vidhan Sabha Marg, Lucknow - 226 001. 

The Chief Secretary, Government of Rajasthan, Government Secretariat, 
Jaipur, Rajasthan - 302 005. 

The Chief Secretary, Government of l~aryana, 4th Floor, Civil Secretariat, 
Sector - 1, Chandigarh. 

The Chief Secretary, Government of NC'T' of l)elhi, 3 rd Floor, Delhi 

Secretariat, I. P. Estate, New Delhi - 110 002. 

Additional Chief Secretary/ Principal Secretary, Department of Environment, 
Uttar Pradesh. 

Additional Chief Secretary, Department of Environment, Room No. 335, 3rd 

Floor, Haryana New Secretariat Sector 17, Chandigarh. 
Add~tional Chief Secretary '/ Principal Secretary, Department of 

Environment, Government of NCT of Delhi Room No. 801, 8 th Floor, 8 Wing, 
D~lhi Secretariat, Delhi - 110002. , 

Pn~cipal Secretary' l)cpartment of Environment, Room No. 4224, 2n<1 Floor, 
Main 8 ·1ct· 

ui ing, Government of Rajasthan Sectt. Jaipur. 

( 

I 
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Comrnission for Air Quality Management in 

National Capital Region and 

Adjoining Areas 

No.120017/27/GRAP/2021/CAQM- /066 D•. 

ORDER 

October 2 1 , 2024 

Sub.: Implementation of Actions under Stage-II ('Very Poor' Air Quality) 

of revised Graded Response Action Plan in Delhi-NCR- steps to be 

taken. 

The Commission for /\ir QuaJity Management in NCR and adjoining areas, vidc 

l)ircction No. 83 dated 17th September, 2024, issued statutory direction for 

implementation of the revised schedule of the Graded Response Action Plan 

(GRAP), available on the CJ\QM website (caqm.nic.in), as and when orders 

under GRAP arc invoked. 

The Sub-Committee constituted for invoking actions under the GRAP in its 

meeting held on 21st October, 2024 comprehensively reviewed the air quality 

scenario in the region as well as the forecasts for meteorological conditions 

and air quality index of l)elhi made available by IMl)/IITM. The AQI of l.)elhi 

since morning has been hovering around 300 and at 4:00 P.M. it has been 

recorded as 3 .l 0. 

Forecasts from IMl)/IITM also indicate a likelihood of the AQI of l)clhi to 

particularly remain in "VJ◄:RY POOR" category (J)ELlll AQI- 301-400) in the 

coming days, owing to unfavorable meteorological & climatic conditions and 

calm winds. 

Therefore, in an effort to prevent. further deterioration of the air quality, the 

Sub-Committee decided that ALL actions as envisaged under Stage II of the 

GRAP -'Very Poor' Air Quality (DELHI AQI ranging between 301-400) be 

implemented in right earnest by all the agencies concerned in the NCR, in 

addition to the Stage-I actions already in force, from 8:00 A.M. of 

22.10.2024 in the National Capital Region (NCR). 

These include: 

l. Carry out mechanical/ vacuum sweeping and water sprinkling of the 

identified roads on a daily basis. 

2. l•:nsure water sprinkling along with use of dust suppressants (at least 

every alternate day, during non-peak hours) on roads to arrest road 

dust especia11y at: hg_ts.pots, heavy traffic corridors,. vulnerable areas 

and proper disposal of dust ~llccted 1n designated s1tes/landfills. 

3. Intensify inspections for strict enforcement of dust control measures at 

~sites. 

ljPage9 



1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

4 • l~ns_urc f?cusscd and targeted action for abatement of air pollution in 

all identified hotspots in NCR. Intensify remedial measures for the 

predominant sector(s) contributing to adverse air quality in each of 

such hotspots. 

5. Ensure uninterrupted power supply to discourage use of alternate 

power Generating sets/ equipment (l)G sets etc.). 

6. Strictly implement the Schedule for regulated operations of J)G sets 

across all sectors in the NCR including Industrial, Commercial, 

Residential etc. in accordance~ with Direction No. 76 dated 29.09.2023. 

7. Synchronize traffic movements and deploy adequate personnel at 

intersections / traffic congestion points for smooth flow of traffic. 

8. Alert in newspapers / TV / radio to advise people about air pollution 

levels and l)o's and J)on'ts for minimizing polluting activities. 

9. l~nhance vehicle parking fees to discourage private transport. 

10. Augment CNG/ electric bus and metro services by inducting additional 

fleet and increasing the frequency of service. 

11. Resident Welfare Associations to necessarily provide electric heaters to 

security ·staff to avoid open f3io-Mass/ MSW burning during winters. 

Further, citizens may be urged to adhere to the citizen charter and assist in 

effective implementation of the GI~P measures aimed towards sustaining and 

improving the Air Quality in the Region, as under: 

To: 

• People to use public transport and minimize use of personal vehicles. 

• Use technology, take less congested route even if slightly longer. 

• Regularly replace air filters at recommended intervals in your 

automobiles. 
• Avoid dust generating construction activities during months of 

October to January. 

• Avoid open burning of solid waste and bio-mass. 

;i., \ I J) )-0 lL1 
.K. Agrawal) 

Director (Technical) 

(Member Convenor of Sub-Committee on G-RAP) 

The Chief Secretary, Government of Uttar Pradesh l O 1 Lok 13hawan, U. P. 
' ' ' 

Civil Secretariat, Vidhan Sabha Marg, Lucknow - 226 00 l. 

Th~ Chief Secretary, Government of Rajasthan, Government Secretariat, 

J_a1pur, l~ajasthan - 302 005. 
1 he Chief Secret G 1 'I c· ·1 S t ·at 

ary, overnmcnt of 11aryana, 4 11 I◄ oor, 1v1 , ecrc ·an , 

Sector - 1 Ch ct· 
,, , , an 1garh. 
l he Chief S 

· • 

) , . ecrctary' Government of NCT of Delhi, 3rd Floor, l)clh1 Sccrctanat, 

l. 1 1-1 state N 
• .J 'cwI)clhi--110002. 


